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Our Faith 


Dear Brother: 

Our faith, unlike that of the world, is not a 
dead faith but a working faith and it has set 
to it the seal of the living God, a “thus saith 
the Lord.” 

We must contend for the faith, not be 
moved by what the world say, not be moved 
by what they think. In nothing be terrified 
by our adversaries; no, we must not be 
verrified by those in opposition to this faith 
that cometh by hearing the Word of God. It 
will take much watchfulness to escape the 
snares of this dangerous age, the indifference 
to principle; but if we only let our conver- 
sation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ, 
keep it in mind, it will have a wonderful 
influence over us. 

Contend earnestly for the faith which was 
once delivered to the saints, not only by word 
but action. It would be only mockery unless 
we contend for what it tells us to do. Stand 
fast in one spirit, with one mind, striving 
together for the faith of the gospel, this 
wonderful gospel committed to our trust. 

Elgin, Oregon J. G. 


Power to Think, Reason 


Dear Sister: 

I noticed that some of your readers are 
questioning some of the things that you teach. 

Well, I guess that is a good sign that they 
are at least a little interested. It seems to me 
that your teachings are very reasonable and 
sensible. J am sure that God would not expect 
people to accept that which was not. We have 
the power to think and reason and we should 
use it. 

Surely we need our faith increased, also our 
courage. 

Adamsville, Tenn. LP. 


Spring in our Lives 


Dear Sister, 

It is the 3rd day of March and what a 
beautiful day it is—7l1 degrees—skies are 
clear, birds are singing, the early flowers are 
all in bloom and the trees are taking on new 
life. Surely God is good to us. 

As the warm sunshine causes the trees to 
bud out, we should let the Truth of His Word 
that we receive and read from day to day 
cause us to put on new life of the spirit 
and bloom out unto perfection. God’s Word 
is made so plain through the Messace. Truly 
all who read and understand it will have no 
cloak for their sins. 

Rome, Georgia J. R. 
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Christ’s Letters to the Seven Churches oo. 


HOLENESS is one quality which God desires of 
ali who claim Him as their Heavenly Father. The 
Psalmist was reflecting the attitude of the great 

Eternal when He said: ‘i hate men that are half and 
half” (Ps. 119: 118, Moffatt). 

Let us covet wholeness in our own lives. In living with 
our loved ones and friends the wholeness which is whole- 
someness is most desirable, and it is the only type of life 
that pleases God. It is for us to think on truth, honor, 
justice, purity, loveliness, kindness. We must let these 
virtues do their perfect work in us that our lives may 
spread virtue to others. 

In relation to one’s self, wholeness is health. The two 
words are related in the old Anglo-Saxon. When Jesus 
cured a certain man it is written that He made him whole. 
It is an open secret that health often lies, not in half-and- 
halfness, but in out-and-outness, integration. 

Wholeness before God is holiness. Those who shy at so 
pious a word may be led to revise their opinion when they 
consider that holiness, or wholeness, means integration—a 
personality integrated by God’s forces. Who would not 
seek such holiness? The letters to the seven churches were 
designed to induce wholeness as the second verse of 
chapter 3 clearly indicates: “Be watchful, and strengthen 
the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have 
not found thy works perfect before God.” 

In Revelation, chapter 2, the church at Ephesus had lost 
their “first love.” The church at Smyrna was counseled 
to be “faithful unto death.” The angel or leader of the 
church at Pergamos was warned that, though his fol- 
lowing had not denied Christ’s faith, still they were only 
half-and-half. He had a “few things against” them. 

There were a “few things against” the church of 
Thyatira. Only to the overcomers (those who have no 
affiliation with ‘‘Jezebel”), who keep Christ’s works to 
the end, will be given power over the nations. Perfection 
of character is God’s unequivocal demand. Revelation 3 
begins with: 


A Message to the Church at Sardis 


The message to the church at Sardis contains a stern 
warning, and it is as applicable to us as to the people of 
Sardis. ‘And vnto the angel of the church in Sardis write; 
These thing's saith he that hath the seven Spirits of God, 
and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a 
name that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and 
strenethen the things which remain, that are ready to 
die: for I have not found thy works perfect before God” 
(Rev. 3: 1, 2). 

The warning to the church at Sardis covers much the 
same ground as the message to the Ephesian church. They 
too, or many of them, had lost their first love, and appar- 
ently did not care to admit it. They had a name that they 
lived, but were dead. They were living on their reputation, 
so to speak; but reputation, unless backed up by character, 
is worthless. As has been truly said, “Reputation is what 
men think we are, character is what God knows we are.” 

At the time of the writing of the messages to the seven 
churches there was found a church whose reputation 
outran its deserts. It is sharply called to reality by an 


unflinching description of its actual moral and spiritual 
situation. ‘he process of decline had been so subtle that 
it was unnoticed. If spiritually awake when we read those 
sharp words we shall find something that comes home to 
our own mind and conscience. The difference between 
appearance and reality is of constant importance to the 
Christian. 

Superficial people evidently praised the church at 
Sardis. Seemingly there were visible signs of prosperity. 
What met the eye could be interpreted in such a fashion 
as to call forth words of praise, but the one who looked 
beyond appearance to the heart, found something very 
different. It was as if he heard the rattle of dead men’s 
bones. 

The following word picture most likely contains a solid 
core of truth. ‘“‘They were very active with many kinds of 
organization. There was doubtless scarcely any need for 
the theater in Sardis, for this church furnished theatrical 
performances for the people. It had big concerts, big fairs, 
big socials, and little prayer meetings. There may have 
been gorgeous ritual, artistic singing, rhetorical preach- 
ing, a splendid display, but no real life, simply a galva- 
nized corpse-——powdered and painted death!” 

The thought that you can be dead without knowing it 
is terrible enough. And this is what was necessary for 
the church at Sardis to learn. It is said that a man named 
John Donne once had a picture made of himself wrapped 
in winding sheets and placed in a coffin. At this he looked 
daily, to remind himself of death and the final judgment. 
Sut that grim realist did not think of the fact that the 
startling picture might represent the possibility of a 
man’s being dead while he is alive. It was Jesus’ intention 
in His message to the church at Sardis to remind them— 
and us—of the danger that we may have a reputation for 
being alive, and yet be dead. 

Jesus said, | have a few names “even in Sardis,” as 
though it were exceptional to have any. Sardis seemed to 
be a special or pre-eminent place. It was the capital of 
Lydia, a military city, situated on a high, elevated plain; 
the chief seat of the manufacture of delicate fabrics. The 
river that flowed through Sardis was said to flow over 
eolden sands. It was a noted place, and it was a wonder 
for Christ to have even ‘“‘a few names” there. 

But lest Jesus’ warning to the churches should prove 
discouraging to some, He added the consoling thought 
that He had found a few names who did not lack in any 
good thing. I have a few names “even in Sardis, which 
have not defiled their garments, and they shall walk with 
me in white, for they are worthy.” And today, as then, 
there are a few who will do the work, whose garments of 
character will not be defiled by the laxity of the faithless 
world about them, and they shall walk with Him in white, 
“for they are worthy.” Let us resolve here and now that 
we will be among that few. 


To the Church in Philadelphia 


The Spirit has no word of criticism for the church at 
Philadelphia. Before them is an open door and they are 
entering it. With little strength they have depended upon 
God and obeyed His Word. The synagogue of Satan has 
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been compelled to acknowledge their supremacy. Their 
activity proceeds from spiritual life within. Their meet- 
ings for praise and prayer are full; the gospel is believed, 
and practiced, honored, by pulpit and pew. Their name 
expresses the fellowship which prevails. It is truly a 
church of brotherly love. Such a church is like the sun in 
the heavens; it cannot be hid—neither its warmth or 
light concealed. 

But let us read Jesus’ own words: “And to the angel of 
the church in Philadelphia write; These things saith he 
that is holy, he that is true, he that hath the key of David, 
he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, 
and no man openeth; | know thy works: behold, I have 
set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for 
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and 
hast not denied my name. Behold, I will make them of 
the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews, and are 
not, but do lie; behold, I will make them to come and 
worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved 
thee. Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I 
also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which 
shall come upon ail the world, to try them that dwell upon 
the earth” (vs. 7—10). 

Can it be said of us that we have kept His Word, and 
have not denied His name? We can deny His name very 
easily by failing to let our light shine in our daily living. 
Will we one day be among the ‘“‘men to be wondered at,” 
when the world will be made to know that God loved us? 
Are we keeping the word of His patience so He will keep 
us from the hour of temptation that shall come upon all 
the world, to try them that dwell on the earth? Daniel, 
the prophet of the Captivity had made this same glad- 
some prediction hundreds of years before, when he said: 
“And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people: and there 
there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since 
there was a nation even to that same time: and at that 
time thy people shal! be delivered, every one that shall 
be found written in the book” (Dan. 12: 1). 

Then before closing the letter Jesus added the warning: 
“Behold, | come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown” (v. 11). 

The warning to hold fast never is untimely. The 
strongest as well as the weakest can profit by it. With one 
person the trying days may prove a problem. To always 
keep the right spirit may tax his spiritual capacity to the 
limit. With another, the ordinary days may have a drug- 
ging effect, and totally disarm one who might be fully 
fortified in the throes of trial. The weeks grow into 
months, the months into years, and the years grow into 
a lifetime of waiting and expectancy, and the day of the 
Lord has not yet come. It is then that we need to remem- 
ber Jesus’ warning: “Hold that fast which thou hast, that 
no man take thy crown.” We are running in an endurance 
race, and must endure to the end, however and whenever 
that end may come. 

Then Jesus adds: “Him that overcometh will I make 
a pillar in the tempie of my God, and he shall go no more 
out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and 
the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I 
will write upon him my new name.” Then Jesus closes 
with the oft-repeated warning: “He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” What 
an honor to have Jesus make us a pillar in the age-lasting 
temple of God, and write upon us a new name, which our 


founder, the Rev. L. T. Nichols, once said would be God’s 
own name, which is power, life, joy and happiness. 


To the Laodiceans 


“And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceans 
write; ... 1 know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou 
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mouth” (vs. 14—16). Jesus through John 
describes the Laodicean church as “lukewarm,” and 
reminds its members that lukewarmness will never usher 
them into the divine favor of the righteous Judge. The 
church at Laodicea is lukewarm, neither cold nor hot. God 
is disgusted with them, If there is nothing in Christianity, 
it deserves our opposition, and we should be hot against 
it. If there is anything in Christianity, there is every- 
thing, and we should be hot for it. There is no room for 
halfheartedness, no neutral ground, no excuse for indif- 
ference. ‘ithe church at Laodicea felt rich, they had plenty 
of this world’s goods, good social position, a fine organi- 
zation. There was just one thing lacking, Christ was on 
the outside. As He said a little later, “Behold, I stand 
at the door, and knock.” It was Christianity without 
Christ. 

Lukewarmness would be the cause of His spewing them 
out of His mouth. “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and 
increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and 
knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and 
poor, and blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me 
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white 
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame 
of thy nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes 
with eyesalve, that thou mayest see” (vs. 17, 18). We are 
naturally wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked: Christ counsels us to buy of Him gold tried 
in the fire, that we may be rich; and white raiment, that 
we may be clothed, and that the shame of our nakedness 
do not appear; and anoint our eyes with eyesalve, that 
We may see. God provides the true treasure, suitable 
raiment, healing ointment. And the following verse 
reveals the one important ingredient in the commodities 
Christ counsels us to purchase. It is godly correction: “As 
many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous, there- 
fore, and repent” (Rev. 3: 19). 

This true principle of love, which is the only means 
of bettering the human race, is so contrary to human 
nature, and so rebellious has the world become to any 
form of discipline, that parents even have become loath 
to discipline their children effectively in the home. As 
a result we find ourselves living in an age of moral laxity 
when Christian morality has been replaced by a spirit of 
human indulgence. Even the law is slacked, and ‘because 
sentence against an evil work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons of men is fully set in them 
to do evil” (Eccl. 8: 11). Yes, fully set in them to do evil; 
and the prophet Micah adds, ‘‘with both hands earnestly” 
(7: 3). 

But what a contrast our lives must be to this! We as 
Christians have subscribed to the God-given principle of 
becoming ‘“‘a peculiar people, zealous of good works” 
(Titus 2: 14). This accomplishment is our mark of dis- 
tinction from the world; it identifies us as of God. But 
are we truly zealous in our profession? Are our hearts as 
fully set in us to do good, with both hands earnestly, as 
theirs are to do evil? If not, we shall fail in our endeavor. 
Yes, and more; great as the zeal of the ungodly is for evil, 
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our zeal for good must far surpass it if we would succeed. 
So contrary to our nature is this divine standard of con- 
duct, that to live above ourselves and the world we must 
maintain a double guard. 

In the world’s endeavor to do evil, little effort is needed. 
Their evil pursuits are so compatible with their nature 
that they, following the line of least resistance, effort- 
iessh drift downward with the tide to their own destruc- 
tion. With us, however, it must be different. Against the 
current of our natural desires we must ever pull, and pull 
hard. The current is strong, but Truth which makes us 
free is stronger, and makes it possible for us steadily to 
progress toward the headwaters of God’s holiness, if we 
will keep pulling with all our might. If we miss one stroke 
in our pull on the oars of self-discipline, how quickly and 
how far we drift backward and lose much of our hard- 
won distance, which much time and increased effort will 
be needed to regain. 


The Message of Repentance 


“Be zealous therefore, and repent!” There are many 
things in life that appeal to us so strongly that no special 
effort need be employed to generate in us the necessary zeal 
to perform them. We work with fervor to get the better 
of our opponent in an argument; we have an abundance 
of enthusiasm in carrying out some project that happens 
to be our own pet brain-child; we engage in some hobby 
or pastime that especially delights us, carrying its prose- 
cution to the point of real work while convincing our- 
selves that we are enjoying recreation; but to be zealous 
to repent and turn from the things that would hide God’s 
face from us, is a work few care to perform. 

This type of zeal, being so foreign to our nature, must 
be induced by desire. Jesus our great Example was able 
to accomplish this by keeping the reward always in view. 
It was the joy that was set before Him which enabled Him 
to endure the cross, despising the shame (Heb. 12: 2), 
and He conveys to us the same stimulus to right living 
in the gracious promise, “To him that overcometh will 
I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as | also over- 
came, and am set down with my Father in his throne” 
(Rev. 3: 21). 

The statement is often made that we should live the 
life of a Christian purely out of love for God, with no 
thought of the reward for so doing, but this is not the 
principle of the Scriptures. No ambitious man or woman 
wants to work for nothing in secular affairs, and neither 
does the Almighty expect us to work for Him for nothing. 
In Job’s Parable the adversary is represented as making 
the charge that Job doesn’t serve for nought, it was to his 
advantage to do so, and the Lord doesn’t deny it, nor 
condemn Job for his good judgment. He recognizes and 
makes use of our human understanding of values, and 
offers a prize of such intrinsic worth that if we know a 
good thing when we see it, we will be zealous to repent. 

The type of action suggested by the word “repent” is 
often misunderstood. To merely say in words that we 
are sorry for our sins is no evidence that we truly have 
repented or that our acknowledgement will be followed by 
a change in life. There are varying forms of repentance. A 
criminal may be sorry for his crimes because they have 
exposed him to punishment, yet may have as great a love 
for sin as before. Such repentance is worthless. One must 
see and recognize, be grieved and humbled before God on 
account of it; when “this grief arises from love of God, 
and is accompanied with a hatred of sin, a love of holiness 


and a fixed resolve to forsake sin,” such a one has taken 
the first step toward godly repentance. 


The Knock at Our Heart’s Door 


“Behold, 1 stand at the door, and knock: if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and 
will sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 3: 20). A 
preacher once made a striking point on Jesus standing 
at the door and knocking. He said: ‘‘There are two sides 
to this subject, first the outside, and second, the inside. 
Firstly, Jesus is on the outside knocking, and you are on 
the inside holding the door with your hand on the bolt. 
He knocks, you hold. There is coming a time when you 
will be on the outside and Jesus on the inside, and while 
you knock, He will hold. Open the door, brethren, and let 
Him in; that He may open the door then, and let you in, 
for unless He enters your heart and sups with you here, 
you will not be prepared to enter His kingdom and sup 
with Him there.” 

The Book of Revelation is a personal message from 
Jesus Himself. It was sent after Jesus had ascended to 
heaven and had been in the presence of the Father and 
the holy angels for about thirty-five years. Jesus’ own 
angel, or personal representative, was entrusted with the 
bringing of the message, and the exiled John the honored 
recipient. 

Jesus here represents Himself as standing at the door 
and knocking. We know very well that this standing and 
knocking on the door must be figurative, since Jesus 
Himself has been away from the earth now for more than 
nineteen hundred years. The door upon which the knock- 
ing is done is the door of our hearts, hence neither 
knocker nor knocking is literal. It is the spiritual Christ, 
the hope engendered through acceptance of God’s prom- 
ises relayed to us through the words of the prophets, 
Jesus and the apostles, that seeks admission to our hearts 
and lives. 

In one compact statement in the epistle to the 
Colossians, the apostle Paul presents a picture of the 
Christ that knocks persistently at the door of our hearts: 
“Christ in you, the hope of glory” (1: 27). If our heart’s 
affections are set on things above, if it is our overpow- 
ering desire to live the Christ life, then Christ, the hope 
of glory, is in us. It is this hope of glory, the hope of the 
reward awaiting all faithful ones, that can grip us, that 
can move us, that can knock at the door of our hearts, that 
can captivate and enthuse us as no other interest in life 
can. 

The thought of Christ, the hope of glory, knocking at 
our door is beautifully presented in one of the Psalms of 
David. And the formula that assures the entrance of the 
King of glory is a wholehearted welcome on our part: 
“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye 
everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in ” 
(Pa. 2: 9). 

This King of glory is no Gestapo agent or member of 
the secret police who beats down the door that stands in 
His way. This King of glory dwells only in the hearts 
that welcome Him, passes through only the doors that 
open wide in response to His knocking. All of God’s 
servants serve Him by choice, not by coercion. He does 
not compel anyone to serve Him. Joshua, Moses’ succes- 
sor, expressed the Almighty’s plan comprehensively when 
he said: “Choose you this day whom ye will serve; ... but 
as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 
24; 15). 
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The fact that the invitation to live the Christ life and 
share His glory still knocks at our door is no assurance 
that He will knock indefinitely. There is a limit to the day 
of opportunity open to the life seeker. One’s day of sal- 
vation cannot extend beyond the close of his life. Where 
the tree falleth, “there it shall be’ (Eccl. 11: 3). There 
can be no progress in the grave. 

If the hope engendered by the divine promises grips 
our heart we will long for fellowship with God and His 
Son, Jesus Christ. We wiil throw the doors of our heart 
wide open and implore the heavenly Guest to come in and 
sup with us and we with Him. We will assure Him that 
we have learned to speak His language, that we have 
learned to like His food, that His interests have become 
our interests, His business our business, and that we want 
Him to remain as our Guest always. 

It is enlightening to note that in these letters to the 
churches they were twice urged to “hold fast.” Jesus 
knew the human tendency to drift back into the broad 
way. Four times they were told to “repent,” and godly 
repentance is that which impels us to reform our lives. 
Seven times their minds were refreshed that the blessing 
would come only to the overcomers; while seven times has 
the clarion note sounded over the centuries, “He that 
hath an ear, let him hear what the spirit saith unto the 
churches.” 

Each of these representative churches had some out- 
standing virtues to their credit, but in nearly every 
instance there was something they lacked, and if only 
one broken law stood between them and their God the 
record would show an unfavorable balance. Let us look 
deep into our own hearts to see what is separating us 
from God, and at once set about removing that shadow of 
sin from our lives that we may be overcomers, and share 
with our coming King the blessings of eternity. The 
promise is: “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne.” 


“God Never Guesses’ 


HERE IS THE greatest of difference between man’s 

forecasting and God’s, as might be expected in the 
comparison of a finite being with an Infinite. We know 
perfectly well that many things can happen to upset the 
best of human calculations. This is undoubtedly as it 
should be, for the natural man could not be trusted with 
power to read the future. 

It may be questioned whether mankind really desires 
to know its future. History would indicate that they 
shrink from this knowledge. From time to time holy men 
have been raised up who, under divine inspiration, looked 
into the future with clear eyes and recorded their visions. 
But they were without honor in their own generation, 
and today few will believe their words. 

Nevertheless the words of these divine instruments 
stand fast, as they have stood through centuries. Enough 
has been fulfilled of what might be called “short-range” 
prophecy to convince as to the reliability of the whole. 
God never guesses; when He makes a prediction, there is 
involved no element of chance and no possibility of failure. 
To Him the future is as clear as the past. 

God’s promises, whether of blessings or of doom, have 





come to pass and will come to pass in His own good time. 
It is because men have tried to make them fit their time 
instead of His that they doubt and scoff. Sometimes the 
fulfillment was swift. When Peter prophesied the death 
if the wicked Sapphira, it followed within a matter of 
seconds (Acts 5: 9, 10). Elisha, in a time of hopeless 
famine, issued a prophecy of sudden plenty, which met a 
dramatic fulfillment within twenty-four hours, exactly as 
he had said (II Kings 7). 

Again, the interval was longer. The antediluvian world 
had many years’ warning of the Flood. Though they 
‘ejected the warning, when the given time had expired, 
the Deluge came and took them all away. The Babylonian 
Captivity began and ended on schedule, in spite of Israel’s 
persecution of the prophets who again and again foretold 
the event. The Jews were warned that if they persisted 
in their apostasy, “the Lord thy God shall bring thee into 
Egypt again by ships... and there shall ye be sold unto 
your enemies for bondmen and bondwomen, and no man 
shall buy you” (Deut. 28: 68). Through their checkered 
career this warning was forgotten, ignored, scoffed at. 
But 1570 years after it was spoken, this prophecy caught 
up with them. God’s time had come; His longsuffering 
ceased. When Jerusalem fell to the legions of Titus, the 
miserable survivors were sorted over like cattle, the weak 
slaughtered, and the able-bodied, according to Josephus, 
sent as slaves into the Egyptian mines. It is said that the 
slave-market of Alexandria was so glutted that it was 
literally true there were no buyers. It took fifteen centu- 
ries, but it came. 

The prophets of the Old Testament spoke continually 
of the coming of the Messiah, humble and lowly at His 
first advent to work out His salvation and prove His 
Messiahship. In the fullness of time He came, only to be 
rejected and crucified. The grandest prophecies of Scrip- 
ture point to His second coming as Conqueror and King. 
Scoffers, caring not to know God’s time, are saying today, 
“Where is the promise of his coming?” (II Peter 3: 3, 4). 
But “the Lord is not slack concerning his promise... the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night” (II 
Peter 3: 9, 10). 

Could we but see through the eyes of immortals, the 
mist would vanish and the picture be dazzlingly clear. 
But we are still mortal, and the weakness and short- 
sightedness of finite minds calls for the continual, con- 
scious exercise of an increasing faith—a faith buttressed 
by the evidence of what already has been fulfilled. The 
rest will come in His own good time, for they are written 
in the Book. God is the Author, and He never guesses. 





The Wisdom Of The Strong 


A little pluck when hope burns low, 

A little laugh when life seems slow, 

These are the things that wise men know— 
Are you wise? 


A little stronger faith in God so dear, 

When Mischief whispers at your ear, 

And holds the God of Doubting near 
Your shirking eyes. 


A word of praise to help along 

A wearied traveler in the throng. 

This is the wisdom of the strong— 
Are you wise? 





OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED 27 


A Dramatic Study of the Lives of Six Bible Characters 
as once presented in the Megiddo Mission Church. 

Its Lesson is the glory of God’s Second Chance. 

From unpromising and even hopeless beginnings, men 
have risen and may yet rise to the heights of character and 
achievement, by the power of faith and the help of the 
Eternal. 

“Better is the end of a thing than the beginning there- 
of.” Eccl. 7: 8. 


SYNOPSIS 


The four preceding characters were Joshua, Solomon, Joseph of 
Nazareth, and Peter. In these, we have seen the need for God’s second 
chance. As He proffers this second chance to men who have been 
wounded in the battle, to men who have fallen and failed, we see 
exhibited the most beautiful of divine attributes—mercy, longsuffering, 
and forgiveness. 

Peter, the last character reviewed, needed God’s second chance 
and he used it well. Originally he was a strange bundle of contradic- 
tions: earthly, boastful, impetuous, violent, talkative, cowardly. But 
Jesus, Master that He was, saw beyond these, to the warmhearted 
loyalty, the fervid zeal, leadership, rock-hard courage. Peter, at last, 
manifested more courage in denouncing sin of Christ’s enemies than 
ever cowardice in his earlier denial. 


Character Five 


STEPHEN 
Part I—Hearing and Learning 


Of the carly life of STEPHEN, the first Christian martyr, 
we know nothing at all. We are certain that he possessed a 
good and honest heart, and the possibilities of greatness, 
but there must have been at some point in his life an 
awakening and change. 

What we do know of him proves he was willing to listen 
and learn. And once anyone hears and understands the 
Truth of the Eternal, his thinking can never be the same 
again, STEPHEN’S never was, It takes character to listen to 
evidence that goes against our established beliefs. STEPHEN 
did. 

No one is righteous in his natural condition. The best 
qualities can often be deeply buried under an accretion of 
undesirable characteristics. In some cases, the very good 
of one’s nature may become evil by wrong direction, as in 
the case of Saul of Tarsus. 

STEPHEN’S Greek: name and his familiarity with Jew- 
ish lore indicate that he was a Hellenistic Jew, probably 
well educated, We think of him as a young man, but of 
this there is no evidence. 

He may or may not have seen Jesus in the flesh. Our 
record of him begins with his appointment to the board of 
deacons in the Jerusalem church, a position which he 
speedily outgrew. 

In the coming scene, we picture himas a visitor to Judea 
in the days of John the Baptist’s ministry—a cynical, 
scoffing young sophisticate, with no awareness of the 
tremendous forces latent within him, ready to respond to 
the divine touch. He is surrounded by congenial company, 
and all in all they are finding the “revival” amusing. 












we * 
’. 


} 
{ 
F 


XA ae tog 
’ . 


Ae te. 


—_ 


= 
rt 









SPEAKERS: 

STEPHEN (A young Greek from Antioch, interested in 
Judaism) 

ALEXANDER (His friend) 

GERSHOM (A local Jew, but not a very good one) 

JUSTUS (A small boy) 

JOHN’S VOICE (offstage) 


They are on the fringes of the crowd at the Jordan, 
where JOHN is baptizing. JOHN’S voice is heard, rising 
and falling, from time to time. 

VoIcE: Repent, for the majesty of the heavens has 
approached! 

STEPHEN: [sneering] Big talk. Who does he think he 
is—the herald of a king? 

ALEX: I’ve seen some heralds, but never one that looked 
like that [lawghs]. 

STEPHEN: He looks like a trip to the barber shop and 
the tailor would do him a world of good. Those clothes! 
that hair! that beard! 

ALEX: And that accent, He’s from the country, all 
right. 

GERSHOM: That’s from Galilee. All kinds of queer 
things come out of Galilee. 

STEPHEN: And this crowd of rustics. 

GERSHOM: Some important people here, too, Stephen. 
Look at those Pharisees and Sadducees over there. Our 
solid citizens, you know, even if most of them are hypo- 
crites. Look—he’s talking to them. 

VOICE: O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to 
flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth fruits answer- 
able to amendment of life [voice trails off]. 

STEPHEN: Well, I admire his courage, if not his cos- 
tume. Sounds like Elijah, or one of the old prophets. But 
where does he get his authority? 

GERSHOM: I don’t know. Probably from the same place 
Elijah got his. 

ALEX: But why does he baptize? 

GERSHOM: | don’t know that either. Moses never com- 
manded it, that I ever heard of. Of course, I don’t claim 
to be religious-—— 

STEPHEN: Nothing like this in Antioch where we come 
from. Very strange. Very unusual. Very interesting. 

GERSHOM: Well, I’ll tell you, men, I’ve lived here all 
my life, and I know these people better than you do. About 
every so often we get ideas about a Messiah, but nothing 
ever comes of it. And these reformers with their moral 
uplift come and make a big stir for a while, just like this, 
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and then they’re gone, without much trace. It’s all right, 
I suppose, but— 

STEPHEN: but what is he trying to do—establish a fol- 
lowing, or found a sect of his own? 

GERSHOM: | wouldn’t know. 

ALEX: [with irony] If he does, Stephen here ought to 
be a good candidate for him—a serious young man, very 
capable, very eloquent, very scholarly, very determined, 
afraid of nothing—once he starts a thing he always sees 
it through. Ready to join up, Stephen? 

STEPHEN: Don’t make me laugh. I’m just here for a 
holiday—to get something to write about to the folks in 
Antioch—these queer customs [claps GERSHOM on 
shoulder]. 

GERSHOM: Oh, we're queer, all right. But, when you 
come down to it, Judaism is a good, rugged, tough old 
religion. It will outlast a hundred movements like this. 
Our father Abraham, you know— 

STEPHEN: Listen! 

VoicE: And begin not to say within yourselves, We 
have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, That God 
is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 
And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: 
Every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit 
is hewn down, and cast into the fire. He who has two 
coats, let him share with him.... [fading out]. 

STEPHEN: Now that doesn’t sound too bad, does it. It’s 
logical. Your argument is gone before you start, Gershom. 

ALEX: And so are we. Come on, I’ve heard enough. 
Let’s go. 

GERSHOM: Me, too. 

STEPHEN: Just a minute, fellows. I want to hear him 
finish this answer. 

GERSHOM: What! to that slimy publican? 

ALEX: Come on, Stephen, before he gets you. That 
water’s cold. 

GERSHOM: And muddy. 

STEPHEN: Run along if you are in a hurry. I’ll be with 
you in a minute. 

[They leave, and Justus drifts in. Meanwhile the VOICE 
continues. | 

Voice: | indeed baptize you with water, but one 
mightier than 1 cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am 
not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize vou with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. Whose fan is in his hand, and he 
will thoroughly purge his floor and will gather the wheat 
into his garner; but the chaff he will burn up with 
unquenchable fire. 

STEPHEN: Say, boy, do you know where this preacher 
lives? 

Justus: No, sir, | don’t. 

STEPHEN: Well, here’s a penny for you to find out, and 
when you come back I'll give you another, if you’ve found 
out. I’ll be right here. Hurry, now! [Exit Justus] 


Part Il—Faithful Unto Death 


STEPHEN, having become a staunch disciple of the risen 
Christ, was selected as one of “the seven”’ first deacons, 
appointed to distribute food and other necessities to the 
poor of the growing Christian community in Jerusalem, 
in order to give the apostles more time for the spiritual 
activities of their ministry. But “the seven” were appar- 
ently expected not only to “serve tables” but to teach and 
preach, as STEPHEN did in the synagogues. Members 
of the Hellenistic group within the synagogue of the 


Libertines, and others who were jealous of STEPHEN’S wis- 
dom and consecrated spirit, have trumped up a charge 
that he was speaking blasphemously against Moses, 
stirred up the Jewish elders, and had him hailed before 
the Sanhedrin. There false witnesses have accused him of 
saying that Jesus would destroy the holy place of Jerusa- 
lem “and change the customs which Moses ... delivered.” 

STEPHEN’S opponents expressed exactly what the new 
Christian era was already bringing to pass. He makes no 
apology for his faith, and, as here shown, with dauntless 
spirit dramatically sings his defense. 


Tune: Majestic Sweetness 


(No. 154, Megiddo Church Hymnal) 


Ye stiff necked and uncircumcised 
In heart, in heart and ears; 

Ye do resist the words of Truth 
As all your fathers did, 

As all your fathers did. 


(The crowd murmurs, stopping their ears) 
Which of the prophets of the Lord 
Have not your fathers slain? 
E’en those who showed the coming of 
The Just One to the earth, 
And Him ye have betrayed. 


(The crowd becomes more threatening, gnashing 
their teeth at him, while STEPHEN, with radiant counte- 
nance and rapt spirit sings on). 


Behold, I see the heavens ope, 
And lo, the Son of man 

Is standing on the right hand of 
The God of earth and heav’n, 

On the right hand of God. 


(And shouting loudly, enraged, the mob rushes at 
him ina body. Above the tumult and pelting stones, 
STEPHEN’S voice rings in prayerful petition) . 


Tune: In The Hour of Trial 
In the hour of trial, Father strengthen me, 
Lest by base denial I depart from Thee. 
When Thou seest me waver, with Thy Truth recall, 
Nor from Thy dear favor suffer me to fall. 
Father, blessed Father, do not lay this sin 
To their charge, lest someone fail the crown to win 
And to Thee, Lord, Jesus, here on bended knees, 
This l ask, my spirit wouldst Thou now receive. Amen. 


(The witnesses placed their garments at the feet of 
a young man, standing by, and dragged STEPHEN out). 


STEPHEN has been called the first Christian martyr. 
Others had died before him for the cause of God and right 
but he was the first to die for Truth after Jesus was mar- 
tyred. Jesus taught eternal truths which all the prophets 
understood and taught—and died for. STEPHEN’S death 
points up an important thing about character. It is inflex- 
ible where principle is at stake. Once we are so convinced 
God has a Truth for man to learn and live by, that we 
would die rather than deny it by word or act—the other 
things that are difficult will be easier for us. 

(Next issue: John) 
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Advantages of Knowledge 


DUCATION, properly understood, includes morality, 

as well as a knowledge of the sciences. In vain may 
we become familiar with the various branches of educa- 
tion, which are taught in our schools, unless we cultivate 
and practice correct moral habits. It is the solemn duty 
of all teachers to present before the “mind’s eye” of youth 
the pure principles of morality, even of that morality 
the perfection of which is found alone in the doctrines 
and conduct of our Saviour and the apostles. 

Let them early understand that every dereliction from 
moral rectitude brings calamities upon themselves; that 
crime drags its perpetrator down to a level with the 
brute, and often sinks a being, though favored by much 
advantage, even below the animal creation. Teach them 
that if it were possible to throw off all the claims and 
obligations of morality and religion, that even then it 
would not be policy to do any thing wrong, for the reason 
that no man since the world began ever yet had intellect 
enough to commit atrocious crimes and escape detection. 

The very efforts which the guilty make to shroud their 
iniquity “in the mantle of the dark” not infrequently 
bring it to light. Under the inscrutable workings of an 
all-wise Providence, the dark cloud under which crime 
is perpetrated “turns her silver lining upon it” and the 
guilty are punished. 

He was wise, indeed, who declared “the short space of 
seventy years is not worth being a villain for.” The pleas- 
ures of sin, if it can be said to have any pleasures, are 
transient as the flight of the meteor which calls our 
attention only to witness its fall. And moreover, they are 
always “followed by long woes.” 

Cicero, although he lived anterior to the birth of Christ, 
says: “I would do nothing that is dishonorable or lascivi- 
ous, even though I knew the act would be forever dis- 
guised both from the immortal gods and men.” And shall 
not we who believe in the existence of that God who, 
knowing the secrets of all hearts, will assuredly punish 
vice and reward virtue, walk in the morning effulgence 
of the great truths of Christianity? And will not the 
instructors of our youth teach them that moral culture is 
no less essential than intellectual? 

Will not parents employ teachers of moral worth as 
well as literary attainments? Who does not know that as 
children are taught, so, with very few exceptions, they 
will act through life? Dr. Paley compares them, when 
uneducated, to “mad dogs in the streets.” Shall we not, 
then, wage an exterminating war against ignorance? Let 
our cry be—Down with the monster, for wherever it “lives 
it strikes deadly blows, nor feels the wounds it gives.” 

Not so with God’s knowledge. The light with which it fills 
the mind is “a lamp to our feet.” It introduces to us the 
best society the world ever produced. We can converse, 
so to speak, with the great and good men of all ages by 
reading.... 

“What is man if the chief good and market of his time 
Be but to sleep and feed, a beast, no more; 

Sure He that made us with such large discourse, 
Looking before and after, gave us not 

That capability and God-like reason, 

To rust out unused.” 

Our Creator has bestowed upon us all the intellectual 
and moral powers of our nature, to be improved with 


incessant and ever growing exercise. ... The human mind 


is on its triumphant march to the temple of wisdom and 
truth. ... its imperishable interests should be regarded 
“as the immediate jewel of the soul.” Under the guidance 
of Christian morality, 

“Knowledge to the soul 

Is life, and liberty, and peace, 


And while eternal ages roll, 
The joys of knowledge shall increase.” 





O Lord my God, Thy wonders wrought, 
And Thy kind thoughts exceed all thought; 
No mind can their vast sum contain. 

If them I would declare, 

And speak of them, the task is vain, 

So numberless they are. 


Sin-offering Thou hast not desired, 
Burnt sacrifice hast not required. 

O Lord, Thou opened hast my ears; 
I come, said I, to Thee 

Lo, this within Thy Book appears; 
There it is said of me. 


To do Thy holy will aright, 

O Lord my God is my delight; 

Thy law within my heart doth reign, 
Thy justice I have shown; 

That I my lips did not refrain, 

To Thee O Lord is known, 


Let all who seek to see Thy face 

Be glad and joyful in Thy grace; 
Let those who Thy salvation love 
Continually proclaim, 

“O praise the Lord who dwells above, 
And magnify His name.” 


cAnnouncement 


Abib Ist., on which the Megiddo Mission Church will 
celebrate the Anniversary of Christ’s birth, falls, this 
year, 1961, on April 16, Bible time being from evening to 
evening (Lev. 23: 32), the celebration will begin the 
previous evening on April 15, at 6 o’clock, with opening 
program at the church at 7: 30 o’clock. 

Friends and readers are invited to join with us, in 
doing homage to Him who shall one day return from 
heaven to reign as King of the earth forever. 





Better the feet slip than the tongue. 





Five great enemies of peace inhabit within: avarice, 
ambition, envy, anger, and pride. If these enemies were to be 
banished, we should infallibly enjoy perpetual peace. 





QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(Continued from page 11) 


We now can see how the physical earth will remain, the 
corrupt earth will pass away, and in the glorious future 
age, we will not have to contend with gardening, har- 
vesting, cold winters or dark nights. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Strangers have devoured his strength, and he knoweth it 
not; yea, gray hairs are here and there upon him, and he know- 
eth it not” (Hosea 7:9). 


Life is brief. While it is true that where no physical, 
mental or financial reserves have been laid up for old age, 
life can be much too long, the normal man finds one life- 
time all too short to accomplish and enjoy all that he 
desires. Our life span being what it is, and human ex- 
perience being so infinitely varied, it is evident that we 
cannot have everything—only a choice of things. And 
that choice is a serious matter, for by the time we discover 
it is a wrong choice, often it is too late to do anything 
about it. Qur time has run out; that is all there is—there 
is no more. 

Life is pretty much what we make of it, in spite of 
the unquestioned element of time and chance. What we 
do with our lives we must do with one eye, so to speak, 
on the clock, Our length of days is, fortunately, unknown; 
but, also fortunately, the total does not matter. We live 
but one day at a time, and all, rich or poor, must live on 
24 hours a day. The Prophet might truly have said, 
“Strangers have devoured his time’’; for time is the es- 
sence of all things. “‘Dost thou love life?” asked Franklin, 
“then do not squander time.” Time is what life is made of. 

Too often, however, man forgets his peculiar dignity so 
far as to squander his time with prodigal hand, as though 
the supply were limitless. it is a familiar and tragic ex- 
perience to see another, perhaps a valued friend, throw 
his useful life away in the pursuit of things of no value, 
things which are not worth the effort, things which bring 
only sorrow and eternal death. It is not pleasant to wit- 
ness the disintegration of a fellow-creature’s character, 
to see him, in spite of all his best friends can do, growing 
old in wrong habits, to see the possibilities of change or 
reform growing dimmer and dimmer with the passage 
of the years. It is easy to see and deplore these things 
in others—but “look to yourselves” (11 John 8). For 
we are all human, and there is no weakness which could 
not be ours. When condemning another it is high time for 
us to make a careful examination of self. 

We think of habits, and strong shackles they can be. 
Habits can add wings or weights to our feet; they can 
smooth out half the roughness of the narrow path to the 
heights, or they can keep us painfully trudging in aim- 
less, profitless circles until the last leaf is torn from our 
book and we behold our last lost opportunity fading 
regretfully into eternity. The Prophet gives solemn warn- 
ing of that bitter end: “Can the Ethiopian change his 
skin, or the leopard his spots? Then may ve also do good, 
that are accustomed to do evil” (Jeremiah 13: 23). 

We think of occupations or avocations, and these truly 
are things which will bear close scrutiny. God will not 
accept the excuse that all our time was necessarily oc- 
cupied in making a living, with none left for spiritual 
things, because it is not true. Both the law of God and our 
own experience prove it. “I have been young, and now am 


old,” said the Psalmist, “yet have I not seen the righteous 
forsaken, nor his seed begging bread” (37: 25). We 
have found it so. If not willingly self-deceived, we can 
discern between needful industry and application and the 
sort of thing Paul warned us against when he wrote, 
“No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs 
of this life, that he may please him who hath chosen him 
to be a soldier” (II Tim. 2: 4). 

These “strangers” are things to be feared, fought and 
avoided. Anything of the temporal world which puts too 
heavy a hand into the purse which holds our precious 
hours and minutes must be dealt with promptly and vig- 
orously. One of the greatest examples of these last days 
thus advised a youthful inquirer: 

“It is a simple, safe, and wise rule, and one that will 
give us much joy at the last, to dispense with every habit, 
pleasure, practice, occupation, or seeming friend, that 
hinders our progress in the narrow way.” 

This course is not easy nor is it impossible. Severing old 
ties for the Kingdom of Heaven’s sake may shake us to 
the depths, but it can be done, Habits are creatures of our 
own making, and we ourselves can break them by the 
simple exercise of our will. Vocations may be changed, 
pleasures may be forsaken, even though it may—and will 
—involve the crucifixion of our old self, and no little pain. 
Victory over these things is no small achievement; but, 
after all, we are here dealing with externals, with things 
outside our personality. There are other strangers, even 
more insidious and stubborn and just as deadly. Wrong 
ideas and attitudes are diseases which call for more 
skilled and drastic treatment, for they are a veritable 
part of ourselves, and their roots are deep. They are 
basic, fundamental, and until they are corrected none 
of the more obvious evils can be successfully overcome. 

tight attitudes, like right habits, are half the battle; 
but negative, doubting, rebellious, self-pitying or critical 
attitudes are a creeping paralysis, a spreading cancer, 
as everyone who has fought clear of them remembers all 
too well. First and greatest in the list of indwelling evils 
named by Jesus in Mark 7: 21, 22, is ‘‘evil thoughts,” the 
wellspring of all the rest. The mind must be set right be- 
fore any real progress is possible. 

This is not merely a matter of doctrinal conviction and 
conversion, but infinitely more complicated and difficult. 
Still, it can be done. It has been done, it is being done, 
and it will yet be done. But it can never be done alone. “It 
is not in man that walketh to direct his steps,” and with- 
out help, support and guidance, our so-called reasonings 
are too often a process of rearranging our prejudices and 
wrong attitudes to make them presentable. The faithful 
are pushing the good work to completion, having seen 
themselves in their true light; but the tragedy of Ephraim 
is that ‘he knoweth it not.”” Nor does he wish to know. 

Gray hairs here and there are symptoms of decay and 
weakness. He is silvering for the eternal tomb, yet he 
knows it not, nor will he believe it when told. Like Samp- 
son shorn, he fancies himself as strong as ever, not aware 
that the Lord has departed from him, He is deceived, and 
will continue to deceive himself until the dread sentence 
is pronounced, “Ephraim is joined to his idols; let him 
alone” (Hosea 4: 17). 


“Don’t complain because rose bushes have thorns; be 
glad that they have roses.” 





Questions and Answers 


“Does Daniel 9:27 have any reference to the Kennedy 
administration?” 


We do not believe Dan. 9: 27 has any reference to the 
present Presidential administration, or that it is a 
prophecy of any event to be fulfilled in these last days. 

It could apply to the siege of Jerusalem, A. D. 70. 

Verse 26 pre-informs us that after three score and two 
weeks from a given time, Messiah should be cut off. It 
then goes on to postulate that the people of the prince that 
shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; “and 
the end thereof shail be with a flood, and unto the end of 
the war desolations are determined.” 

And v. 27 in Moffatt’s Trans. reads as follows: “For a 
week of years the main body of the people shall cease to 
practice their religion; for half of that time sacrifice and 
offering shail cease, and instead of this there shall be an 
appalling abomination, till finally the appointed doom falls 
upon the sacriligious abomination.” 

Any reader who is at all familiar with the history of 
the siege of Jerusalem cannot fail to see a strong resem- 
blance between those circumstances and this prophecy. 

Josephus states that upon a certain day the daily sacri- 
fice ceased to be offered because there was no priest to 
make the offering. The “appalling abomination” was such 
that people everywhere were dying of starvation, even to 
the point where parents ate their own children. 

And the forecast of the “appointed doom” fits in with 
the final breakdown of the walls, the occupying of the 
city by the Romans, and the massacre or displacement of 


nearly a million of its former inhabitants. 





“How can we harmonize I Tim. 6: 16 with Rev. 1: 7 and 
22: 4, and other points of the Scriptures concerning the visible 
presence of the Lord?” 


I Timothy 6: 16 reads: “Who only hath immortality, 
dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto; 
whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honor 
and power everlasting.” 

Verse 15 reveals that Paul is here referring to Christ, 
“Kings of kings, and Lord of lords; who only hath 
immortality.” Of the kings and lords over whom Christ 
will be the supreme ruler, He is the only one who up till 
now has immortality. He is the “firstfruits” of them that 
slept, “afterward they that are Christ’s at his coming” (I 
Cor. 15: 23). 

Revelation 1: 7 reads: “Behold, he cometh with clouds; 
and every eye shall see him”; and Rev. 22: 4: “And they 
shall see his face; and his name shall be in their fore- 
heads.” However there is no discrepancy in the two state- 
ments. Christ now is dwelling in the “light which no man 
can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see.” 
It is the heavenly realm where Christ now dwells that is 
out of the reach of human beings and forbidden to their 
mortal sight, and not Christ Himself. And upon His 
reappearance on earth He will be visible to as many as He 
chooses to show Himself. Also to faithful men and women, 
endowed with their reward of immortality at Christ’s 
coming (Phil. 3: 20, 21), the now unseeable glories of the 
far off heavens will be viewed, even to God Himself 
(Matt. 5: 8). 
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“How would you explain Gen. 8:22, ‘While the earth 
remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and 
summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease’? Rev. 
21: 23—25 and 22: 5 speak of a time when, ‘There will be no 
night there.’ ” 


God did say in Genesis that while the earth remaineth 
there would be day and night. In Revelation, John wrote 
of a glorious future time when there would be no night, 
no darkness, spiritua!}, or literal. The physical earth was 
still to be there during the time John foresaw, as he 
testifies in several texts (14: 6; 17: 8 etc.). 

In v. 1 of the same chapter he tells us of his glorious 
vision, “I saw a new heaven and a new earth.” He was 
not speaking of a new physical heaven and physical earth 
(for they are established for ever, Eccl. 1: 4; Psalms 148: 
4—6), but the glorious future inhabitants. This is the 
same new heavens and earth that we are looking for. 
“Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteous- 
ness” (II Peter 3: 13). In I] Peter 3: 6 and 2: 5, Peter 
speaks of God not sparing the old, ungodly world, (the 
wicked inhabitants) but bringing in the flood upon them, 
“Whereby the world that then was, ... perished.” 

In Gen. 8: 22, when God said, ““While the earth remain- 
eth...’ He could well have been speaking of the inhabit- 
ants—this race of mortal men. In the previous verse He 
says “for the imagination of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth. . .” Earlier in chapter 6: 11, referring to the peo- 
ple it reads, ‘‘The earth also was corrupt before God.” In 
chapter 11: 1, earth is also used in reference to the 
people ‘And the whole earth was of one language, and of 
one speech.” 

An Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible by James 
Strong, substantiates this. It gives “nations,” as one de- 
finition of the Hebrew word for earth, evets, as used in 
Gen. 8: 22. While ‘‘nations” remain there shall be seed- 
time and harvest, summer and winter, and night and day. 
Ezekiel 37: 21, 22 state “one nation” to be the state of 
earth’s government when Christ becomes earth’s king. 
Then at the end of the millennial, or one thousand-year 
reign of Christ and His saints, when the earth is filled 
with His glory, mortality forever banished,” there will 
be “no night there.” 

Now the corrupt earth (inhabitants) of Noah’s time 
perished by the flood. And just as certain, by the same 
word Peter says, the present heavens and earth “are 
reserved unto fire against the day of judgment... of 
ungodly men” (II Peter 3: 7, 10) will perish. But the new 
heavens and earth that we are looking for will be for- 
ever; those glorious immortals will need neither artificial 
light or sunlight, for the Lord God will give them light. 
(Rev. 21: 23). The physical heavens and earth, being 
destined to abide forever as stated earlier, shall survive 
the judgments of God, but the political heavens and 
earth shall pass away, be “burned up” (II Peter 3: 10). 

John distinguished between that which will pass away 
and that which will abide forever, I John 2: 16, ‘For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is 
of the world. And the world passeth away, ... but he that 
doeth the will of God abideth forever. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The Greater ‘Wealth 


"A worker digging in a ditch looked up--a limousine rolled by 
... He thought, ‘that fellow there is rich and look how poor, how 
pooraml’... Then he turned back and dug some more, with 
body that was lithe and strong... Still didn’t know the final score 
and so his heart could sing no song... He didn’t know the man 
who rode in comfort in that limousine ... For years had been a 
helpless load with just his millions in between... He couldn't take 
a single stride for all his money others prized . .. And so his old 
heart ached inside--his legs, you see, were paralyzed . .. But not 
the worker's, no, not his; his legs and arms and heart were strong 
... And that’s the way it sometimes is, we envy others, but are 
wrong... He had his family, had his health, a small but friendly 
little cot... Iclaim he had the greater wealth although in money he 
had not”... How often we have been like this: instead of keeping 
God in mind... In seeking, we pick wor dly bliss, then we're in 
trouble every time... Envy is a thing so bad, if we succumb, 
our life twill win... Fling it aside, with thanks be clad, and joyous 
peace ‘twill daily bring ... This worker lacked the peace and joy 
that comes to all God's children dear... When they all sin have 
put away and to God's precepts all draw near... He did not 
make the better choice to come and seek the greater wealth .. . 
Which would have made his heart rejoice, with ever asting perfect 
health... Eye hath not seen nor ear hath heard the things in 
store if we are good . .. Just be content with what we have and 
keep God's precepts as we should... All evils will be flung aside 
then in His Kingdom we can share; ... To live with angels ever- 


more, on earth made new, beyond compare. 








